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Yearbook of International Religious Demography 2018 2018-07-19 The Yearbook of International
Religious Demography presents an annual snapshot of the state of religious statistics around the world
(past, present, and future) in sets of tables and scholarly articles spanning social science, demography,
history, and geography.
Elements of Ritual and Violence Margo Kitts 2018-07-26 Ritualized violence is by definition not
haphazard or random, but seemingly intentional and often ceremonial. It has a long history in religious
practice, as attested in texts and artifacts from the earliest civilizations. It is equally evident in the
behaviors of some contemporary religious activists and within initiatory practices ongoing in many
regions of the world. Given its longevity and cultural expanse, ritualized violence presumably exerts a
pull deeply into the sociology, psychology, anthropology, theology, perhaps even ontology of its
practitioners, but this is not transparent. This short volume will sketch the subject of ritualized violence,
that is, it will summarize some established theories about ritual and about violence, and will ponder a
handful of striking instantiations of their link.
The Blackwell Companion to Religion and Violence Andrew R. Murphy 2011-04-20 The timely
Blackwell Companion to Religion and Violence brings together an international, interdisciplinary group
of scholars who provide a coherent state of the art overview of the complex relationships between
religion and violence. This companion tackles one of the most important topics in the field of Religion in
the twenty-first century, pulling together a unique collection of cutting-edge work A focused collection of
high-quality scholarship provides readers with a state-of-the-art account of the latest work in this field
The contributors are broad-ranging, international, and interdisciplinary, and include historians, political
scientists, religious studies scholars, sociologists, anthropologists, theologians, scholars of women's
and gender studies and communication
The Routledge Handbook of Contemporary Philosophy of Religion Graham Oppy 2015-04-17
Philosophy of religion has experienced a renaissance in recent times, paralleling the resurgence in
public debate about the place and value of religion in contemporary Western societies. The Routledge
Handbook of Contemporary Philosophy of Religion is an outstanding reference source to the key topics,
problems and debates in this exciting subject. Comprising over thirty chapters by a team of international
contributors, the Handbook is divided into seven parts: theoretical orientations conceptions of divinity
epistemology of religious belief metaphysics and religious language religion and politics religion and
ethics religion and scientific scrutiny. Within these sections central issues, debates and problems are
examined, including: religious experience, religion and superstition, realism and anti-realism, scientific

interpretation of religious texts, feminist approaches to religion, religion in the public square, tolerance,
religion and meta-ethics, religion and cognitive science, and the meaning of life. Together, they offer
readers an informed understanding of the current state of play in the liveliest areas of contemporary
philosophy of religion. The Routledge Handbook of Contemporary Philosophy of Religion is essential
reading for students and researchers of philosophy of religion from across the Humanities and Social
Sciences.
Encyclopedia of Global Religion Mark Juergensmeyer 2012 Presents entries A to L of a two-volume
encyclopedia discussing religion around the globe, including biographies, concepts and theories,
places, social issues, movements, texts, and traditions.
Spirituality Roger S. Gottlieb 2013 Roger S. Gottlieb provides a lucid and accessible overview of what
spirituality is, enabling a clear-eyed understanding of the concept, its manifold connections to other
aspects of personal and social life, its role as a positive psychological and social phenomenon, and
some of the risks that attend it.
ChristianityNext Winter 2018: Negotiating Difference Young Lee Hertig
Sanctified Violence in Homeric Society Margo Kitts 2005-11-07 Focuses on oath-making narratives in
the Iliad.
The Justification of Religious Violence 2014-05-05 How are justifications for religious violence
developed and dothey differ from secular justifications for violence? Can liberalsocieties tolerate
potentially violent religious groups? Can thosewho accept religious justifications for violence be
dissuaded fromacting violently? Including six in-depth contemporary case studies,The Justification of
Religious Violence is the first book toexamine the logical structure of justifications of religiousviolence.
The first book specifically devoted to examining the logicalstructure of justifications of religious violence
Seeks to understand how justifications for religious violenceare developed and how or if they differ from
ordinary secularjustifications of violence Examines 3 widely employed premises used in
religiousjustifications of violence – ‘cosmic war’, theimportance of the afterlife, and ‘sacred values’
Considers to what extent liberal democratic societies shouldtolerate who hold that their religion justifies
violent acts Reflects on the possibility of effective policy measures topersuade those who believe that
violent action is justified byreligion, to refrain from acting violently Informed by recent work in
psychology, cognitive science,neuroscience and evolutionary biology Part of the Blackwell Public
Philosophy Series
Politics of Religion and Nationalism Ferran Requejo 2014-12-17 There are numerous examples of how
religion and nationalism intertwine. In some cases, a common religion is the fundamental marker of a
nation’s identity, whereas in others secular nationalism tries to hold together people of different religious
beliefs. This book examines the link between religion and nationalism in contemporary polities. By
exploring case studies on India, Russia, Israel, Canada, Chechnya, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Belgium,
Northern Ireland, Scotland, Sri Lanka, Catalonia and the Basque Country, it seeks to understand the
relationship between these two key societal forms of diversity and assess the interaction between
religious and nationalist perspectives. Expert contributors examine a variety of phenomena, including
secular nationalism, secessionism, and polities in which religious pluralism is evolving. This book will be
of interest to students and scholars of political science, religion and politics, nationalism, federalism,
secession, political philosophy, racial and ethnic politics and comparative politics.
Communities of Violence David Nirenberg 2015-05-26 In the wake of modern genocide, we tend to
think of violence against minorities as a sign of intolerance, or, even worse, a prelude to extermination.
Violence in the Middle Ages, however, functioned differently, according to David Nirenberg. In this
provocative book, he focuses on specific attacks against minorities in fourteenth-century France and
the Crown of Aragon (Aragon, Catalonia, and Valencia). He argues that these attacks--ranging from
massacres to verbal assaults against Jews, Muslims, lepers, and prostitutes--were often perpetrated
not by irrational masses laboring under inherited ideologies and prejudices, but by groups that
manipulated and reshaped the available discourses on minorities. Nirenberg shows that their use of
violence expressed complex beliefs about topics as diverse as divine history, kinship, sex, money, and

disease, and that their actions were frequently contested by competing groups within their own society.
Nirenberg's readings of archival and literary sources demonstrates how violence set the terms and
limits of coexistence for medieval minorities. The particular and contingent nature of this coexistence is
underscored by the book's juxtapositions--some systematic (for example, that of the Crown of Aragon
with France, Jew with Muslim, medieval with modern), and some suggestive (such as African ritual
rebellion with Catalan riots). Throughout, the book questions the applicability of dichotomies like
tolerance versus intolerance to the Middle Ages, and suggests the limitations of those analyses that
look for the origins of modern European persecutory violence in the medieval past.
Martyrdom, Self-Sacrifice, and Self-Immolation Margo Kitts 2018-06 Death is an element at the center
of all religious imagination. Analysts from Freud to Agamben have pondered religion's fascination with
death, and religious art is saturated with images of suffering unto death. As this volume shows, religious
fascination with death extends to the notion ofelective death, its circumstances, the virtue of those who
perform it, and how best to commemorate it.The essays in Martyrdom, Self-Sacrifice, and SelfImmolation address the legendary foundations for those elective deaths which can be categorized as
religiously sanctioned suicides. Broadly condemned as cowardice across the world's moral codes,
suicide under certain circumstances - such asmartyrdom, self-sacrifice, or self-immolation - carries a
dynamic importance in religious legends, some tragic and others uplifting. Believers respond to such
legends presumably because choosing death is seen as heroic and redemptive for the individuals who
die, for their communities, or forhumanity. Envisioning suicide as virtuous clashes with popular
conceptions of suicide as weak, immoral, and even criminal, but that is precisely the point. This volume
offers analyses from renowned scholars with the literary tools and historical insights to investigate the
delicate issue ofreligiously sanctioned elective death.
Religion and Violence David A. Bernat 2007 Violence that is motivated by--and justified by--religious
ideas, authorities and texts is everywhere around us. Some say that the origins of religion and human
violence are inherently connected, and that the explanation for religious violence lies at the heart of the
religious imagination itself, others that human violence was there long before religion ever came about,
being no more than an unfortunate by-product of human evolution. Reconsidering the question of
religion and violence in the biblical heritage is a narrower--but nonetheless essential--endeavour, to
which the present volume addresses itself. After an introductory chapter by the editors on religion,
violence and the Bible, Ziony Zevit writes on violence in Israelite culture and in the Bible, Tamar
Kamionkowski on violence in prophetic literature, Stephen Geller on the prophetic roots of religious
violence, David Wright on homicide, talion and vengeance in the Covenant Code, Lawrence Wills on
the death of the hero and the violent death of Jesus, Jennifer Wright Knust on sacrifice and sacred text
in Justin, and David Frankfurter on vengeance fantasies in the New Testament. Stephen Marini offers
concluding reflections on religion and violence under the rubric of conflict, subversion and sacrifice.
Religion, Violence and Cities Liam O'Dowd 2016-04-14 In exploring the connections between religion,
violence and cities, the book probes the extent to which religion moderates or exacerbates violence in
an increasingly urbanised world. Originating in a five year research project , Conflict in Cities and the
Contested State, concerned with Belfast, Jerusalem and other ethno-nationally divided cities, this
volume widens the geographical focus to include diverse cities from the Balkans, the Middle East,
Nigeria and Japan. In addressing the understudied triangular relationships between religion, violence
and cities, contributors stress the multiple forms taken by religion and violence while challenging the
compartmentalisation of two highly topical debates – links between religion and violence on the one
hand, and the proliferation of violent urban conflicts on the other hand. Their research demonstrates
why cities have become so important in conflicts driven by state-building, fundamentalism, religious
nationalism, and ethno-religious division and illuminates the conditions under which urban
environments can fuel violent conflicts while simultaneously providing opportunities for managing or
transforming them. This book was published as a special issue of Space and Polity.
Routledge Handbook of Religion and Politics Jeffrey Haynes 2016-01-13 From the United States to the
Middle East, Asia and Africa, religion continues to be an important factor in political activity and

organisation. The second edition of this successful handbook provides the definitive global survey of
the interaction of religion and politics. Featuring contributions from an international team of experts, it
examines the political aspects of all the world's major religions, including such crucial contemporary
issues as religious fundamentalism, terrorism, the 'war on terror', the 'clash of civilizations', the Arab
Spring, and science and religion. Each chapter has been updated to reflect the latest developments and
thinking in the field, and new chapters such as ‘Postsecularism and international relations’ and
‘Securitization and Secularization: The two pillars of state regulation of European Islam’ have been
added to ensure the book is a comprehensive and up-to-date resource. Four main themes addressed
include: World religions and politics Religion and governance Religion and international relations
Religion, security and development References at the end of each chapter have been overhauled to
guide the reader towards the most up-to-date information on various topics. This book is an
indispensable source of information for students, academics and the wider public interested in the
dynamic relationship between politics and religion.
Religion and Violence Paul R. Powers 2020-07-29 Does religion cause much of the world’s violence?
Is religion inherently violent? Would violence disappear if religion did? Is true religion a force for peace?
Is religion a mask for power and self-interest? What aspects of religion make violence more—or
less—likely? Religion and Violence: A Religious Studies Approach explores the potential of classic
social theories to shed light on the relationships between religion and violence. This accessible and
engaging book starts from the premise that both religion and violence are ordinary elements of social
life and that rather than causing violence religion plays a crucial role in the management of violence.
Ideal for any student approaching the topic of religion and violence for the first time, this core textbook
includes chapter overviews and summaries, guides for applying theory to real-world events, discussion
questions, and case studies. Further teaching and learning resources are available on the
accompanying companion website.
The Rise of Liberal Religion Matthew Hedstrom 2013 Winner of the Frank S. and Elizabeth D. Brewer
Best First Book Prize of the American Society of Church History Named a Society for U. S. Intellectual
History Notable Title in American Intellectual History The story of liberal religion in the twentieth century,
Matthew S. Hedstrom contends, is a story of cultural ascendency. This may come as a surprise-most
scholarship in American religious history, after all, equates the numerical decline of the Protestant
mainline with the failure of religious liberalism. Yet a look beyond the pews, into the wider culture,
reveals a more complex and fascinating story, one Hedstrom tells in The Rise of Liberal Religion.
Hedstrom attends especially to the critically important yet little-studied arena of religious book cultureparticularly the religious middlebrow of mid-century-as the site where religious liberalism was most
effectively popularized. By looking at book weeks, book clubs, public libraries, new publishing
enterprises, key authors and bestsellers, wartime reading programs, and fan mail, among other
sources, Hedstrom is able to provide a rich, on-the-ground account of the men, women, and
organizations that drove religious liberalism's cultural rise in the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s. Critically, by
the post-WWII period the religious middlebrow had expanded beyond its Protestant roots, using
mystical and psychological spirituality as a platform for interreligious exchange. This compelling history
of religion and book culture not only shows how reading and book buying were critical twentieth-century
religious practices, but also provides a model for thinking about the relationship of religion to consumer
culture more broadly. In this way, The Rise of Liberal Religion offers both innovative cultural history and
new ways of seeing the imprint of liberal religion in our own times.
Struggles for Shalom Laura Brenneman 2014-04-23 Struggles for Shalom is a collection of essays by
biblical scholars about peace, justice, and violence in ancient Jewish and Christian texts, written to
honor the life work of Mennonite scholars Perry B. Yoder and Willard M. Swartley. In this volume,
twenty-three authors--colleagues, former students, friends, and others influenced by Yoder's and
Swartley's scholarship--add to the honorees' work in appreciation for their shared focus on biblical texts'
lessons of peace. Specific texts and topics include Eccl 3:1-9 and time for war, Ezek 14:12-23 and
God's retribution, Luke 22:31-61 and Peter's sword, the temple cleansing episodes in John 2 and Mark

11, sectarianism and violence in manuscripts from the Dead Sea, violence in creation in the Hebrew
Bible, Chronicles as utopian literature, peace and violence in Paul's writings, and globalization in
biblical studies. This collection is diverse and ambitious. For church and academy, and for anyone
curious about what Scripture has to say about peace and violence, this book delivers focused study of
peace and violence across the Testaments. Contributors Include: Wilma Ann Bailey Jo-Ann A. Brant
Laura L. Brenneman Jacob W. Elias Reta Halteman Finger Michael J. Gorman Nancy R. Heisey Paul
Keim Christopher Marshall Safwat Marzouk Douglas B. Miller Ben C. Ollenburger Dorothy M. Peters
David Rensberger Andrea Dalton Saner Brad D. Schantz Mary H. Schertz Steven Schweitzer Willard
M. Swartley Jackie Wyse-Rhodes Joshua Yoder Perry B. Yoder Thomas R. Yoder Neufeld Paul Yokota
Gordon Zerbe Other volumes in the series include: A Peaceable Hope (vol. 11, Baker Academic, 2013)
Atonement, Justice, and Peace (vol. 10, Eerdmans, 2011) Covenant of Peace (vol. 9, Eerdmans, 2006)
The Sound of Sheer Silence and the Killing State (vol. 8, Cascadia Publishing House and Herald Press,
2004) Beautiful upon the Mountains (vol. 7, Institute of Mennonite Studies and Herald Press, 2003)
Crowned with Glory and Honor (vol. 6, Pandora Press US, 2002) Beyond Retribution (vol. 5, Eerdmans,
2001) Violence Renounced (vol. 4, Herald Press and Pandora Press US, 2000) The Love of Enemy
and Nonretaliation in the New Testament (vol. 3, Westminster John Knox, 1992) The Meaning of Peace
(vol. 2, Westminster John Knox, 1992) The Gospel of Peace (vol. 1, Westminster John Knox, 1992)
Complex Identities in a Shifting World Pamela Couture 2015-01-09 Clear and well-defined identities
are hard to sustain in a rapidly shifting world. Peoples, goods, and cultures are on the move. The
internet and other technologies increase the amount, the speed, and the intensity of cultural exchanges.
Individuals, organizations, and nations develop complex identities out of many traditions, different
ideals, various ways of life, and many models of organization. Religious traditions both collide and
interact, with spiritual journeys crossing religious boundaries. In this book, more than 20 contributors
from different backgrounds and academic disciplines offer an array of practical theological perspectives
to help understand these complex identities and negotiate this shifting world. (Series: International
Practical Theology - Vol. 17) [Subject: Religious Studies, Cultural Studies]
Violence and New Religious Movements James R. Lewis 2011-04-06 Violence involving alternative
religions has long been a topic of intense public interest. This volume examines the famous incidents of
murder and suicide concerning Jonestown, Heaven's Gate, AUM Shinrikyo, the Branch Davidians, and
the Solar Temple, and other, less prominent new religions. This collection of essays represents the
culmination of decades of reflection by specialists in the field.
The Oxford Handbook of Religion and Violence Michael Jerryson 2015-11-01 Violence has always
played a part in the religious imagination, from symbols and myths to legendary battles, from colossal
wars to the theater of terrorism. The Oxford Handbook of Religion and Violence surveys intersections
between religion and violence throughout history and around the world. The forty original essays in this
volume include overviews of major religious traditions, showing how violence is justified within the
literary and theological foundations of the tradition, how it is used symbolically and in ritual practice, and
how social acts of violence and warfare have been justified by religious ideas. The essays also examine
patterns and themes relating to religious violence, such as sacrifice and martyrdom, which are explored
in cross-disciplinary or regional analyses; and offer major analytic approaches, from literary to social
scientific studies. The contributors to this volume--innovative thinkers who are forging new directions in
theory and analysis related to religion and violence--provide novel insights into this important field of
studies. By mapping out the whole field of religion and violence, The Oxford Handbook of Religion and
Violence will prove an authoritative source for students and scholars for years to come.
Global Religions Mark Juergensmeyer 2003-03-20 Can Islam be located on a map? Is Europe the
center of the Christian world? Is India a Hindu nation? While decades ago these questions were often
answered in the affirmative, the truth has never been that simple. Not only are adherents of particular
faiths spread across the globe, but there are many variations of a particular faith practiced side by side.
This has only become more true in recent years as the pace of globalization has quickened. The
essays collected here provide brief and accessible introductions to the major world religions in their

global contexts. The volume begins with an introduction to the globalization of religion by Mark
Juergensmeyer, and is followed by individual essays on Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism,
Buddhism, and local religious societies. The book concludes with three essays reflecting on the global
religious scene. Taken together, these essays provide a concise, authoritative, and highly readable
introduction to the state of worldwide religion in the 21st century.
Sacrifice Margo Kitts 2022-07-28 After over a century of grand theorizing about the universal
dimensions to the practice of ritual sacrifice, scholars now question the analytical utility of the notion writ
large. The word 'sacrifice' (Latin sacrificium) itself frequently is broken down into its Latin roots, sacer,
sacred, and facere, to do or to make – to do or to make sacred – which is a huge category and also
vague. Presuming it is people and places that are made sacred, we must question the dynamics. Does
sacrifice 'make sacred' by summoning the presence of gods or ancestors? By offering gifts to them? By
dining with them? By restoring or establishing cosmic order? By atoning for personal or collective sins?
By rectifying social disequilibrium through scapegoating? By inducing an existential epiphany about life
and death? While this short Element cannot cover all complexities and practices, it does treat critically
some prominent themes, theories, and controversies concerning sacrifice, from ancient to present
times.
Joshua 1-12 Thomas B. Dozeman 2015-01-01 An acknowledged expert on the Hebrew Bible, Thomas
Dozeman offers a fresh translation of the Hebrew and Greek texts of the book of Joshua and explores
the nature, function, and causes of the religious violence depicted therein. By blending the distinct
teachings of Deuteronomy and the Priestly literature, Dozeman provides a unique interpretation of holy
war as a form of sacred genocide, arguing that, since peace in the promised land required the
elimination of the populations of all existent royal cities, a general purging of the land accompanied the
progress of the ark of the covenant. This essential work of religious scholarship demonstrates how the
theme of total genocide is reinterpreted as partial conquest when redactors place Joshua, an
independent book, between Deuteronomy and Judges. The author traces the evolution of this
reinterpretation of the central themes of religious violence while providing a comparison of the two
textual versions of Joshua and an insightful analysis of the book's reception history.
Not in God's Name Jonathan Sacks 2015-06-11 Despite predictions of continuing secularisation, the
twenty-first century has witnessed a surge of religious extremism and violence in the name of God. In
this powerful and timely book, Jonathan Sacks explores the roots of violence and its relationship to
religion, focusing on the historic tensions between the three Abrahamic faiths: Judaism, Christianity and
Islam. Drawing on arguments from evolutionary psychology, game theory, history, philosophy, ethics
and theology, Sacks shows how a tendency to violence can subvert even the most compassionate of
religions. Through a close reading of key biblical texts at the heart of the Abrahamic faiths, Sacks then
challenges those who claim that religion is intrinsically a cause of violence, and argues that theology
must become part of the solution if it is not to remain at the heart of the problem. This book is a rebuke
to all those who kill in the name of the God of life, wage war in the name of the God of peace, hate in
the name of the God of love, and practise cruelty in the name of the God of compassion. For the sake
of humanity and the free world, the time has come for people of all faiths and none to stand together
and declare: Not In God's Name.
Violence and the World's Religious Traditions Mark Juergensmeyer 2017 Though much has been
written about particular forms of violence related to religion, such as sacrificial rites and militant
martyrdom, there have been few efforts to survey the phenomena in all of the world's major religious
traditions, historically and in the present, viewing the subject inpersonal as well as social dimensions,
and covering both literary themes and political conflicts. This compact collection of essays provides
such an overview. Each of the essays explores the ways in which violence is justified within the literary
and theological foundation of the tradition, how itis used symbolically and in ritual practice, and how
social acts of vengeance and warfare have been justified by religious ideas.The nature of the
connection between violence and faith has always been a topic of heated debate, especially as acts of
violence performed in the name of religion have erupted onto the global stage. Some scholars argue

that these acts of violence are not really religious at all, but symptomatic ofother elements of society or
human nature. Others however point to the fact that often the perpetrators of these acts cite the faith's
own foundational texts as their inspiration - and that the occurrence of violence in the name of religion
exists across all faith traditions. Is violence, then, therare exception in religious traditions or is it one of
the rules? The contributors to this volume explore many possible approaches to this question and
myriad others. How is religion defined? Must a religion be centered on supernatural beings? Does the
term refer to social behavior or private? Isdogma or practice the key to its essence? Is it a philosophical
system or a poetic structure? And how should violence be defined? From whose perspective and at
what point is an act to be deemed violent? What act cannot be construed as violent in some way? For
instance, are we talking only about warand genocide, or psychological coercion, social restrictions and
binding categorizations?Collectively, the essays in this volume reflect the complex and contested
meanings of both religion and violence, providing overviews of engagements with violence in Hindu,
Buddhist, Chinese, Sikh, Jewish, Christian, Islamic, African, and Pacific Island religious traditions. By
shedding light on theintersection of violence with faith, this volume does much to expand the
understanding of the nature of religion itself, and the diverse forms it may take.
Terror in the Mind of God Mark Juergensmeyer 2003-09-01 Completely revised and updated, this new
edition of Terror in the Mind of God incorporates the events of September 11, 2001 into Mark
Juergensmeyer's landmark study of religious terrorism. Juergensmeyer explores the 1993 World Trade
Center explosion, Hamas suicide bombings, the Tokyo subway nerve gas attack, and the killing of
abortion clinic doctors in the United States. His personal interviews with 1993 World Trade Center
bomber Mahmud Abouhalima, Christian Right activist Mike Bray, Hamas leaders Sheik Yassin and
Abdul Azis Rantisi, and Sikh political leader Simranjit Singh Mann, among others, take us into the
mindset of those who perpetrate and support violence in the name of religion.
Buddhist Warfare Michael Jerryson 2010-01-08 This book offers eight essays examining the dark side
of a tradition often regarded as the religion of peace. The authors note the conflict between the
Buddhist norms of non-violence and the prohibition of the killing of sentient beings and acts of state
violence supported by the Buddhist community (sangha), acts of civil violence in which monks
participate, and Buddhist intersectarian violence.
Radhasoami Reality Mark Juergensmeyer 1991 Radhasoami Reality explores the emergence of a new
religious tradition that is expandiong rapidly across North India and throughout the world. Mark
Juergensmeyer seeks to explain why the religious logic of Radhasoami, which is based on the
teachings of medieval Hindu saints, is so compelling to today's society.
Religion and Violence Hendrik Vries 2001 Originally published in 2002. Does violence inevitably
shadow our ethico-political engagements and decisions, including our understandings of identity,
whether collective or individual? Questions that touch upon ethics and politics can greatly benefit from
being rephrased in terms borrowed from the arsenal of religious and theological figures, because the
association of such figures with a certain violence keeps moralism, whether in the form of fideism or
humanism, at bay. Religion and Violence: Philosophical Perspectives from Kant to Derrida's careful
posing of such questions and rearticulations pioneers new modalities for systematic engagement with
religion and philosophy alike.
Christian Martyrs Under Islam Christian C. Sahner 2020-03-31 How did the medieval Middle East
transform from a majority-Christian world to a majority-Muslim world, and what role did violence play in
this process? Christian Martyrs under Islam explains how Christians across the early Islamic caliphate
slowly converted to the faith of the Arab conquerors and how small groups of individuals rejected this
faith through dramatic acts of resistance, including apostasy and blasphemy. Using previously
untapped sources in a range of Middle Eastern languages, Christian Sahner introduces an unknown
group of martyrs who were executed at the hands of Muslim officials between the seventh and ninth
centuries CE. Found in places as diverse as Syria, Spain, Egypt, and Armenia, they include an alleged
descendant of Muhammad who converted to Christianity, high-ranking Christian secretaries of the
Muslim state who viciously insulted the Prophet, and the children of mixed marriages between Muslims

and Christians. Sahner argues that Christians never experienced systematic persecution under the
early caliphs, and indeed, they remained the largest portion of the population in the greater Middle East
for centuries after the Arab conquest. Still, episodes of ferocious violence contributed to the spread of
Islam within Christian societies, and memories of this bloodshed played a key role in shaping Christian
identity in the new Islamic empire. Christian Martyrs under Islam examines how violence against
Christians ended the age of porous religious boundaries and laid the foundations for more antagonistic
Muslim-Christian relations in the centuries to come.
Princeton Readings in Islamist Thought Roxanne L. Euben 2021-06-08 The most authoritative
anthology of Islamist texts This anthology of key primary texts provides an unmatched introduction to
Islamist political thought from the early twentieth century to the present, and serves as an invaluable
guide through the storm of polemic, fear, and confusion that swirls around Islamism today. Roxanne
Euben and Muhammad Qasim Zaman gather a broad selection of texts from influential Islamist thinkers
and place these figures and their writings in their multifaceted political and historical contexts. The
selections presented here in English translation include writings of Ayatollah Khomeini, Usama bin
Laden, Muslim Brotherhood founder Hasan al-Banna, and Moroccan Islamist leader Nadia Yassine, as
well as the Hamas charter, an interview with a Taliban commander, and the final testament of 9/11
hijacker Muhammad Ata. Illuminating the content and political appeal of Islamist thought, this anthology
brings into sharp relief the commonalities in Islamist arguments about gender, democracy, and
violence, but it also reveals significant political and theological disagreements among thinkers too often
grouped together and dismissed as extremists or terrorists. No other anthology better illustrates the
diversity of Islamist thought, the complexity of its intellectual and political contexts, or the variety of
ways in which it relates to other intellectual and religious trends in the contemporary Muslim world.
Culture and Redemption Tracy Fessenden 2011-06-27 Many Americans wish to believe that the United
States, founded in religious tolerance, has gradually and naturally established a secular public sphere
that is equally tolerant of all religions--or none. Culture and Redemption suggests otherwise. Tracy
Fessenden contends that the uneven separation of church and state in America, far from safeguarding
an arena for democratic flourishing, has functioned instead to promote particular forms of religious
possibility while containing, suppressing, or excluding others. At a moment when questions about the
appropriate role of religion in public life have become trenchant as never before, Culture and
Redemption radically challenges conventional depictions--celebratory or damning--of America's
"secular" public sphere. Examining American legal cases, children's books, sermons, and polemics
together with popular and classic works of literature from the seventeenth to the twentieth centuries,
Culture and Redemption shows how the vaunted secularization of American culture proceeds not as an
inevitable by-product of modernity, but instead through concerted attempts to render dominant forms of
Protestant identity continuous with democratic, civil identity. Fessenden shows this process to be
thoroughly implicated, moreover, in practices of often-violent exclusion that go to the making of national
culture: Indian removals, forced acculturations of religious and other minorities, internal and external
colonizations, and exacting constructions of sex and gender. Her new readings of Emerson, Whitman,
Melville, Stowe, Twain, Gilman, Fitzgerald, and others who address themselves to these dynamics in
intricate and often unexpected ways advance a major reinterpretation of American writing.
Interreligious Curriculum for Peace Education in Nigeria Isaiah Ekundayo Dada 2019-04-18 Nigeria, a
country under a military regime for several years, transitioned to a civilian regime in May 1999. Since
this change, violent conflicts between Christians and Muslims have continued to erupt. They constitute
one of the gravest dangers facing Nigeria, a country with a population of 189 million people. What have
Nigerian religious leaders done about this situation, especially in educational circles? Have they
received formal educational training to understand the causes of this violence and especially how to
provide alternatives for more peaceful relations within Nigeria? Does the current educational system in
Nigeria provide the main ingredients for the promotion of a culture of peace? The absence and neglect
of interreligious peace education as part of a peace education core program and the lack of an
interreligious curriculum for peace education in the training of religious leaders are the two problems

contributing towards the lack of effectiveness of religious leaders in promoting less violent and more
peaceful living. The solution to the problem is proposed in this book entitled Interreligious Curriculum for
Peace Education in Nigeria. The book develops a one-year curriculum, building on Yoruba, Islamic &
Christian conceptions of peace, and teaches how to create safe, caring, spiritual, peaceful and
successful interfaith relationships between all Nigerian religious communities. In the long term, the book
helps to educate religious leaders to contribute, in themselves and with the help of their respective
religious communities, to reducing the growing religious violence in Nigeria.
Divine Violence and the Christus Victor Atonement Model Martyn J. Smith 2016-09-23 In this book
Martyn Smith addresses the issue of God's violence and refuses to shy away from difficult and
controversial conclusions. Through his wide-ranging and measured study he reflects upon God and
violence in both biblical and theological contexts, assessing the implications of divine violence for
understanding and engaging with God's nature and character. Jesus too, through his dramatic actions
in the temple, is presented as one capable of exhibiting a surprising degree of violent behavior in the
furtherance of God's purposes. Through a reappropriation of the ancient Christus Victor model of
atonement, with its dramatic representation of God's war with the Satan, Smith proposes that Christian
understanding of both God and salvation has to return to its long-neglected past in order to move
forward, both biblically and dynamically, into the future.
The Oxford Handbook of Religion, Conflict, and Peacebuilding R. Scott Appleby 2015 This volume
provides a comprehensive and interdisciplinary account of the scholarship on religion, conflict, and
peacebuilding. Looking far beyond the traditional parameters of the field, the contributors engage
deeply with the legacies of colonialism, missionary activism, secularism, orientalism, and liberalism as
they relate to the discussion of religion, violence, and nonviolent transformation and resistance.
Featuring numerous case studies from various contexts and traditions, the volume is organized
thematically into five different parts. It begins with an up-to-date mapping of scholarship on religion and
violence, and religion and peace. The second part explores the challenges related to developing
secularist theories on peace and nationalism, broadening the discussion of violence to include an
analysis of cultural and structural forms. In the third section, the chapters explore controversial topics
such as religion and development, religious militancy, and the freedom of religion as a keystone of
peacebuilding. The fourth part locates notions of peacebuilding in spiritual practice by focusing on
constructive resources within various traditions, the transformative role of rituals, youth and interfaith
activism in American university campuses, religion and solidarity activism, scriptural reasoning as a
peacebuilding practice, and an extended reflection on the history and legacy of missionary
peacebuilding. The volume concludes by looking to the future of peacebuilding scholarship and the
possibilities for new growth and progress. Bringing together a diverse array of scholars, this innovative
handbook grapples with the tension between theory and practice, cultural theory, and the legacy of the
liberal peace paradigm, offering provocative, elastic, and context-specific insights for strategic
peacebuilding processes.
Princeton Readings in Religion and Violence Mark Juergensmeyer 2011-10-30 An anthology that
provides the comprehensive overview for understanding the relationship between religion and violence
- historically, culturally, and in the contemporary world. It includes original source materials justifying
violence from various religious perspectives: Hindu, Chinese, Christian, Muslim, Jewish, and Buddhist.
Handbook of Religion and the Authority of Science Jim R. Lewis 2010-11-19 The present collection
examines the many different ways in which religions appeal to the authority of science. The result is a
wide-ranging and uniquely compelling study of how religions adapt their message to the challenges of
the contemporary world.
Terror in the Mind of God, Fourth Edition Mark Juergensmeyer 2017-03-28 "Completely revised and
updated, this new edition of Terror in the Mind of God incorporates the events of September 11, 2001
into Mark Juergensmeyer's landmark study of religious terrorism. Juergensmeyer explores the 1993
World Trade Center explosion, Hamas suicide bombings, the Tokyo subway nerve gas attack, and the
killing of abortion clinic doctors in the United States. His personal interviews with 1993 World Trade

Center bomber Mahmud Abouhalima, Christian Right activist Mike Bray, Hamas leaders Sheik Yassin
and Abdul Azis Rantisi, and Sikh political leader Simranjit Singh Mann, among others, take us into the
mindset of those who perpetrate and support violence in the name of religion."--Provided by publisher.
The Ashgate Research Companion to Anthropology Andrew J. Strathern 2016-03-03 This companion
provides an indispensable overview of contemporary and classical issues in social and cultural
anthropology. Although anthropology has expanded greatly over time in terms of the diversity of topics
in which its practitioners engage, many of the broad themes and topics at the heart of anthropological
thought remain perennially vital, such as understanding order and change, diversity and continuity, and
conflict and co-operation in the reproduction of social life. Bringing together leading scholars in the field,
the contributors to this volume provide us with thoughtful and fruitful ways of thinking about a number of
contemporary and long-standing arenas of work where both established and more recent researchers
are engaged. The companion begins by exploring classic topics such as Religion; Rituals; Language
and Culture; Violence; and Gender. This is followed by a focus on current developments within the
discipline including Human Rights; Globalization; and Diasporas and Cosmopolitanism. It provides an
interesting and challenging look at the state of current thinking in anthropology, serving as a rich
resource for scholars and students alike.
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