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The Legend of Basil the Bulgar-Slayer Paul Stephenson 2003-08-07 An illustrated revisionary account of the reign of the
Byzantine emperor Basil II (976-1025).
Ravenna Judith Herrin 2020-10-27 A riveting history of the city that led the West out of the ruins of the Roman Empire
At the end of the fourth century, as the power of Rome faded and Constantinople became the seat of empire, a new
capital city was rising in the West. Here, in Ravenna on the coast of Italy, Arian Goths and Catholic Romans competed
to produce an unrivaled concentration of buildings and astonishing mosaics. For three centuries, the city attracted
scholars, lawyers, craftsmen, and religious luminaries, becoming a true cultural and political capital. Bringing this
extraordinary history marvelously to life, Judith Herrin rewrites the history of East and West in the Mediterranean
world before the rise of Islam and shows how, thanks to Byzantine influence, Ravenna played a crucial role in the
development of medieval Christendom. Drawing on deep, original research, Herrin tells the personal stories of Ravenna
while setting them in a sweeping synthesis of Mediterranean and Christian history. She narrates the lives of the
Empress Galla Placidia and the Gothic king Theoderic and describes the achievements of an amazing cosmographer and a
doctor who revived Greek medical knowledge in Italy, demolishing the idea that the West just descended into the
medieval "Dark Ages." Beautifully illustrated and drawing on the latest archaeological findings, this monumental book
provides a bold new interpretation of Ravenna's lasting influence on the culture of Europe and the West.
The Making of Byzantium, 600-1025 Mark Whittow 1996 "An excellent book. Its originality lies in its broad geographical
perspective, the extensive treatment of neighboring countries . . . and the emphasis on archaeological
evidence."--Cyril Mango, Exeter College, Oxford "An excellent book. Its originality lies in its broad geographical
perspective, the extensive treatment of neighboring countries . . . and the emphasis on archaeological
evidence."--Cyril Mango, Exeter College, Oxford
Women in Purple Judith Herrin 2021-09-14 In the eighth and ninth centuries, three Byzantine empresses—Irene,
Euphrosyne, and Theodora—changed history. Their combined efforts restored the veneration of icons, saving Byzantium
from a purely symbolic and decorative art and ensuring its influence for centuries to come. In this exhilarating and
highly entertaining account, one of the foremost historians of the medieval period tells the story of how these
fascinating women exercised imperial sovereignty with consummate skill and sometimes ruthless tactics. Though they
gained access to the all-pervasive authority of the Byzantine ruling dynasty through marriage, all three continued to
wear the imperial purple and wield tremendous power as widows. From Constantinople, their own Queen City, the empresses
undermined competitors and governed like men. They conducted diplomacy across the known world, negotiating with the
likes of Charlemagne, Roman popes, and the great Arab caliph Harun al Rashid. Vehemently rejecting the ban on holy
images instituted by their male relatives, Irene and Theodora used craft and power to reverse the official iconoclasm
and restore icons to their place of adoration in the Eastern Church. In so doing, they profoundly altered the course of
history. The art—and not only the art—of Byzantium, of Islam, and of the West would have been very different without
them. As Judith Herrin traces the surviving evidence, she evokes the complex and deeply religious world of
Constantinople in the aftermath of Arab conquest. She brings to life its monuments and palaces, its court ceremonies
and rituals, the role of eunuchs (the "third sex"), bride shows, and the influence of warring monks and patriarchs.
Based on new research and written for a general audience, Women in Purple reshapes our understanding of an empire that
lasted a thousand years and splashes fresh light on the relationship of women to power.
Sailing from Byzantium Colin Wells 2008-12-10 A gripping intellectual adventure story, Sailing from Byzantium sweeps
you from the deserts of Arabia to the dark forests of northern Russia, from the colorful towns of Renaissance Italy to
the final moments of a millennial city under siege…. Byzantium: the successor of Greece and Rome, this magnificent
empire bridged the ancient and modern worlds for more than a thousand years. Without Byzantium, the works of Homer and
Herodotus, Plato and Aristotle, Sophocles and Aeschylus, would never have survived. Yet very few of us have any idea of
the enormous debt we owe them. The story of Byzantium is a real-life adventure of electrifying ideas, high drama,
colorful characters, and inspiring feats of daring. In Sailing from Byzantium, Colin Wells tells of the missionaries,
mystics, philosophers, and artists who against great odds and often at peril of their own lives spread Greek ideas to
the Italians, the Arabs, and the Slavs. Their heroic efforts inspired the Renaissance, the golden age of Islamic
learning, and Russian Orthodox Christianity, which came complete with a new alphabet, architecture, and one of the
world’s greatest artistic traditions. The story’s central reference point is an arcane squabble called the Hesychast
controversy that pitted humanist scholars led by the brilliant, acerbic intellectual Barlaam against the powerful monks
of Mount Athos led by the stern Gregory Palamas, who denounced “pagan” rationalism in favor of Christian mysticism.
Within a few decades, the light of Byzantium would be extinguished forever by the invading Turks, but not before the
humanists found a safe haven for Greek literature. The controversy of rationalism versus faith would continue to be
argued by some of history’s greatest minds. Fast-paced, compulsively readable, and filled with fascinating insights,
Sailing from Byzantium is one of the great historical dramas–the gripping story of how the flame of civilization was
saved and passed on.
A Cabinet of Byzantine Curiosities Anthony Kaldellis 2017 Weird, decadent, degenerate, racially mixed, superstitious,
theocratic, effeminate, and even hyper-literate, Byzantium has long been regarded by many as one big curiosity.
According to Voltaire, it represented "a worthless collection of miracles, a disgrace for the human mind"; for Hegel,
it was "a disgusting picture of imbecility." A Cabinet of Byzantine Curiosities will churn up these old prejudices,
while also stimulating a deeper interest among readers in one of history's most interesting civilizations. Many of the

zanier tales and trivia that are collected here revolve around the political and religious life of Byzantium. Thus,
stories of saints, relics, and their miracles-from the hilarious to the revolting-abound. Byzantine bureaucracy (whence
the adjective "Byzantine"), court scandals, and elaborate penal code are world famous. And what would Byzantium be
without its eunuchs, whose ambiguous gender produced odd and risible outcomes in different contexts? The book also
contains sections on daily life that are equally eye-opening, including food (from aphrodisiacs to fermented fish
sauce), games such as polo and acrobatics, and obnoxious views of foreigners and others (e.g., Germans, Catholics,
Arabs, dwarves). But lest we overlook Byzantium's more honorable contributions to civilization, also included are some
of the marvels of Byzantine science and technology, from the military (flamethrowers and hand grenades) to the
theatrical ("elevator" thrones, roaring mechanical lions) and medical (catheters and cures, some bizarre). This vast
assortment of historical anomaly and absurdity sheds vital light on one of history's most obscure and orthodox empires.
Byzantium John Julius Norwich 1993 In Byzantium: The Early Centuries John Julius Norwich told the epic tale of the
Roman Empire's second capital up to Christmas Day AD 800 - when Pope Leo III crowned Charlemagne as a rival emperor.
This second volume of his magnificent trilogy covers the following three centuries, up to the coronation of the heroic
Alexius Comnenus in 1081. For sheer vividness and pace his account could hardly be bettered. 'He offers character
sketches of the frequently appalling personages who infest his narrative, and does so with the self-confident assurance
of a Macaulay or a Gibbon ... It is humane even when contemplating inhumanity; it is witty; and it tells a remarkable
story with boundless and disarming zest' - Allan Massie in the Daily Telegraph'Eminently readable' - Frederic Raphael
in the Spectator'Lord Norwich is always on the lookout for the small but revealing details ... He also pays attention
to the significant anecdote and bizarre episode. All of this he r
Byzantium Robert Wernick 2016-10-06 Here, from New York Times bestselling author Robert Wernick, is the unforgettable
story of the Byzantine Empire, which dominated the world for more than 1,000 years. Here, too, are the stories of the
extraordinary emperors and generals who brought the empire into being and ultimately presided over its demise. We
witness the glittering city of Constantinople from its rise to greatness through its deadly conclusion. Though
Byzantium has faded away, its everlasting contributions to our world today are revealed in this fascinating history.
The Byzantine World War Nick Holmes 2019-05-14 The Crusades shook the world. But why did they happen? Their origins
are revealed in a new light. As part of a medieval world war that stretched from Asia to Europe. At its centre was an
ancient empire – Byzantium. Told for the first time as a single, linked narrative are three great events that changed
history: the fall of Byzantium in the eleventh century, the epic campaign of the First Crusade and the origins of
modern Turkey. Nick Holmes not only presents the First Crusade in a wider global context but he also puts forwards new
interpretations of the original sources, suggesting that its success was in fact largely accidental, and that the
central role of Byzantium in the Crusades has been underestimated.
A History of Byzantium Timothy E. Gregory 2010-01-11 This revised and expanded edition of the widely-praised A History
of Byzantium covers the time of Constantine the Great in AD 306 to the fall of Constantinople in 1453. Expands
treatment of the middle and later Byzantine periods, incorporating new archaeological evidence Includes additional maps
and photographs, and a newly annotated, updated bibliography Incorporates a new section on web resources for Byzantium
studies Demonstrates that Byzantium was important in its own right but also served as a bridge between East and West
and ancient and modern society Situates Byzantium in its broader historical context with a new comparative timeline and
textboxes
The Byzantine Empire (Revised Edition) Robert Browning 1992-10-01 This classic study presents the history of the
Byzantine Empire from the sixth to the fifteenth century in terms of political events, art, literature, and thought. It
is addressed to the general reader of history as well as to students and scholars.
Ravenna Judith Herrin 2016-04-22 In the long-debated transition from late antiquity to the early middle ages, the city
of Ravenna presents a story rich and strange. From the fourth century onwards it suffered decline in economic terms.
Yet its geographical position, its status as an imperial capital, and above all its role as a connecting point between
East and West, ensured that it remained an intermittent attraction for early medieval kings and emperors throughout the
period from the late fifth to the eleventh century. Ravenna's story is all the more interesting because it was
complicated and unpredictable: discontinuous and continuous, sometimes obscure, sometimes including bursts of energetic
activity. Throughout the early medieval centuries its flame sometimes flared, sometimes flickered, but never went out.
The Lost World of Byzantium Jonathan Harris 2015-08-15 The acclaimed author of Byzantium and the Crusades “offers a
fresh take on this fabled but hidden civilization” across 11 centuries of history (Colin Wells, author of Sailing from
Byzantium). For more than a millennium, the Byzantine Empire presided over the juncture between East and West, as well
as the transition from the classical to the modern world. Rather than recounting the standard chronology of emperors
and battles, leading Byzantium scholar Jonathan Harris focuses each chapter of this engaging history on a succession of
archetypal figures, families, places, and events. Harris’s introduction presents a civilization rich in contrasts,
combining orthodox Christianity with paganism, and classical Greek learning with Roman power. Though frequently
assailed by numerous armies, Byzantium survived by dint of its unorthodox foreign policy. Over time, its sumptuous art
and architecture flourished, helping to establish a deep sense of Byzantine identity in its people. Synthesizing a
wealth of sources to cover all major aspects of the empire’s social, political, military, religious, cultural, and
artistic history, Harris’s study illuminates the heart of Byzantine civilization and explores its remarkable and
lasting influence on the modern world.
Byzantine Art Robin Cormack 2018-03-08 "A beautifully illustrated, new edition of the best single-volume guide to
Byzantine art, providing an introduction to the whole period and range of styles."-A History of the Byzantine State and Society Warren T. Treadgold 1997-10 Det Byzantinske riges historie fra 284 til
1461
Unrivalled Influence Judith Herrin 2013 Explores the exceptional roles that women played in the vibrant cultural and
political life of medieval Byzantium. Drawing on a diverse range of sources, this title focuses on the importance of
marriage in imperial statecraft, the tense coexistence of empresses in the imperial court, and the critical
relationships of mothers and daughters.
The Perfect Servant Kathryn M. Ringrose 2007-11-01 The Perfect Servant reevaluates the place of eunuchs in Byzantium.
Kathryn Ringrose uses the modern concept of gender as a social construct to identify eunuchs as a distinct gender and
to illustrate how gender was defined in the Byzantine world. At the same time she explores the changing role of the
eunuch in Byzantium from 600 to 1100. Accepted for generations as a legitimate and functional part of Byzantine
civilization, eunuchs were prominent in both the imperial court and the church. They were distinctive in physical
appearance, dress, and manner and were considered uniquely suited for important roles in Byzantine life. Transcending
conventional notions of male and female, eunuchs lived outside of normal patterns of procreation and inheritance and
were assigned a unique capacity for mediating across social and spiritual boundaries. This allowed them to perform
tasks from which prominent men and women were constrained, making them, in essence, perfect servants. Written with
precision and meticulously researched, The Perfect Servant will immediately take its place as a major study on
Byzantium and the history of gender.

The Byzantines Averil Cameron 2009-02-04 Winner of the 2006 John D. Criticos Prize This book introduces the reader to
the complex history, ethnicity, and identity of the Byzantines. This volume brings Byzantium – often misconstrued as a
vanished successor to the classical world – to the forefront of European history Deconstructs stereotypes surrounding
Byzantium Beautifully illustrated with photographs and maps
Genoa and the Genoese, 958-1528 Steven A. Epstein 1996 A history of Genoa, tracing the city's transformation from an
obscure port into the capital of a small but thriving republic with an extensive overseas empire. Covering six
centuries, the text interweaves political events, economic trends, social conditions and cultural accomplishments.
Constantinople Jonathan Harris 2017-02-09 Jonathan Harris' new edition of the CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title,
Constantinople, provides an updated and extended introduction to the history of Byzantium and its capital city.
Accessible and engaging, the book breaks new ground by exploring Constantinople's mystical dimensions and examining the
relationship between the spiritual and political in the city. This second edition includes a range of new material,
such as: * Historiographical updates reflecting recently published work in the field * Detailed coverage of
archaeological developments relating to Byzantine Constantinople * Extra chapters on the 14th century and social
'outsiders' in the city * More on the city as a centre of learning; the development of Galata/Pera; charitable
hospitals; religious processions and festivals; the lives of ordinary people; and the Crusades * Source translation
textboxes, new maps and images, a timeline and a list of emperors It is an important volume for anyone wanting to know
more about the history of the Byzantine Empire.
Byzantine Gender Leonora Neville 2019 This lively and personal book explains some key aspects of how people of the
Byzantine Empire perceived gender, enabling readers to understand Byzantine society and its fascinating otherness more
fully.
The Oxford History of Byzantium Cyril Mango 2002-10-24 The Oxford History of Byzantium is the only history to provide
in concise form detailed coverage of Byzantium from its Roman beginnings to the fall of Constantinople and assimilation
into the Turkish Empire. Lively essays and beautiful illustrations portray the emergence and development of a
distinctive civilization, covering the period from the fourth century to the mid-fifteenth century. The authors - all
working at the cutting edge of their particular fields - outline the political history of the Byzantine state and bring
to life the evolution of a colourful culture. In AD 324, the Emperor Constantine the Great chose Byzantion, an ancient
Greek colony at the mouth of the Thracian Bosphorous, as his imperial residence. He renamed the place 'Constaninopolis
nova Roma', 'Constantinople, the new Rome' and the city (modern Istanbul) became the Eastern capital of the later Roman
empire. The new Rome outlived the old and Constantine's successors continued to regard themselves as the legitimate
emperors of Rome, just as their subjects called themselves Romaioi, or Romans long after they had forgotten the Latin
language. In the sixteenth century, Western humanists gave this eastern Roman empire ruled from Constantinople the
epithet 'Byzantine'. Against a backdrop of stories of emperors, intrigues, battles, and bishops, this Oxford History
uncovers the hidden mechanisms - economic, social, and demographic - that underlay the history of events. The authors
explore everyday life in cities and villages, manufacture and trade, machinery of government, the church as an
instrument of state, minorities, education, literary activity, beliefs and superstitions, monasticism, iconoclasm, the
rise of Islam, and the fusion with Western, or Latin, culture. Byzantium linked the ancient and modern worlds, shaping
traditions and handing down to both Eastern and Western civilization a vibrant legacy.
Byzantium John F. Haldon 2002
Caesar's Footprints Bijan Omrani 2017-06-15 In the 50s BC, Julius Caesar conducted a brutal war against the tribes of
ancient Gaul. On the pretext of curbing an imminent barbarian threat to the Roman Republic, he first defeated and
decimated the Helvetii tribe, before subjugating the other Celtic peoples who occupied the territory of what is now
France. Caesar laid Gallic civilization to waste, but the cultural revolution the Romans brought in their wake
transformed the Celtic culture of that country, as the Gauls exchanged their tribal quarrels for togas and acquired the
paraphernalia of civilized urban life. The Romans also left behind a legacy of language, literature, law, government,
religion, architecture and industry. From Marseille to Mulhouse, and from Orléans to Autun, Bijan Omrani journeys
across Gaul in the footsteps of its Roman conquerors. He tells the story of Caesar's Gallic Wars and traces the
indelible imprint on modern Europe of the Gallo-Roman civilization that emerged in their wake.
The Early Middle Ages Franca Ela Consolino 2020-07-08 Examine the creative, profound dialogue between medieval women
and biblical traditions The latest volume in the Bible and Women series examines the relationship between women and the
Bible’s reception during the early Middle Ages (500–1100 CE) in both the Greek East and the Latin West. Essays focus on
interactions between women and the Bible through biblical precepts on women and for women, biblical women as the
subjects of action or objects of discussion, and writings by women that refer to the Bible as a moral authority. The
women discussed in the volume range from the well-known—including the nuns Kassia in Byzantium and Hrosvita in the
West; the aristocrat Dhuoda, author of a moral guide for her son; Gisela, the sister of Charlemagne and abbess of
Chelles; and her niece Rotrude—to those who remain anonymous. Contributions also explore how the Old and New Testaments
exercised influence on emerging Islam. Features: Analysis of images of the Virgin Mary as a means of tracing the spread
of her cult and feast days from East to West Exploration of the significance of classical culture for medieval women
who composed poems for a Christian audience Evaluation of art as a means of establishing devotional relationships not
necessarily mediated by the voices of preachers or the reading of texts .
Streams of Gold, Rivers of Blood Anthony Kaldellis 2017 In the second half of the tenth century, Byzantium embarked on
a series of spectacular conquests, first in the southeast against the Arabs, then in Bulgaria, and finally in the
Georgian and Armenian lands. By the early eleventh century, the empire was the most powerful state in the
Mediterranean. It was also expanding economically, demographically, and, in time, intellectually as well. Yet this
imperial project came to a crashing collapse fifty years later when political disunity, fiscal mismanagement, and
defeat at the hands of the Seljuks in the east and the Normans in the west not only spelled the end of Byzantium's
historical dominance of southern Italy, the Balkans, Caucasus, and northern Mesopotamia, but also threatened its very
survival. Streams of Gold, Rivers of Blood offers new interpretations of key topics relevant to Medieval history. The
narrative is in 3 parts: the first covers the years 955-1025, a period of imperial conquest and consolidation of
authority under the emperor Basil. The second (1025-1059) examines the dispersal of centralized authority in
Constantinople as well as the emergence of new foreign enemies (Pechenegs, Seljuks, Normans). The last section
chronicles the spectacular collapse of the empire during the second half of the eleventh century, concluding with a
look at the First Crusade and its consequences for Byzantine relations with the powers of Western Europe.
The Stress of Her Regard Tim Powers 2012-09-01 Lake Geneva, 1816 As Byron and Shelley row on the peaceful waters of
Lake Geneva, a sudden squall threatens to capsize them. But this is no natural event - something has risen from the
lake itself to attack them. Kent, 1816 Michael Crawford's wife is brutally murdered on their wedding night as he sleeps
peacefully beside her - and a vengeful ghost claims Crawford as her own husband. Crawford's quest to escape his
supernatural wife will force him to travel the Continent in the company of the most creative, most doomed poets of his
age. Byron, Keats and Shelley all have a part to play in his fate, and the fate of Europe.
Justinian G. P. Baker 2002-04-15 Justinian (482-565 A.D.), who ruled the Roman Empire from his capital in

Constantinople, was, along with his wife Empress Theodora, one of the most scandalous monarchs in history. During his
reign, Justinian oversaw the construction of the Hagia Sophia, one of the wonders of the ancient world, and he strove
to maintain Rome's territories. Yet despite the heights reached under his rule, the time was one of revolts, intrigues,
and brutality to his subjects. Baker's biography takes a redemptive view of Justinian and his wife, both of whom were
vilified by the chronicler Procopius, he for his despotism and she for her endless sexual escapades. Baker points out
that Justinian also codified Roman law and brought other modern solutions to the problems that had plagued his empire
for years. Baker also describes the battles of Justinian's famous general Belisarius, who waged successful wars against
the Vandals, Goths, and Persians on behalf of his emperor.
The Cambridge History of the Byzantine Empire c.500-1492 Jonathan Shepard 2019-06-30 Byzantium lasted a thousand
years, ruled to the end by self-styled 'emperors of the Romans'. It underwent kaleidoscopic territorial and structural
changes, yet recovered repeatedly from disaster: even after the near-impregnable Constantinople fell in 1204, variant
forms of the empire reconstituted themselves. The Cambridge History of the Byzantine Empire c.500-1492 tells the story,
tracing political and military events, religious controversies and economic change. It offers clear, authoritative
chapters on the main events and periods, with more detailed chapters on outlying regions and neighbouring societies and
powers of Byzantium. With aids such as maps, a glossary, an alternative place-name table and references to English
translations of sources, it will be valuable as an introduction. However, it also offers stimulating new approaches and
important findings, making it essential reading for postgraduates and for specialists. The revised paperback edition
contains a new preface by the editor and will offer an invaluable companion to survey courses in Byzantine history.
A Short History of Byzantium John Julius Norwich 1998-10-29 With wit, intelligence and his trademark eye for riveting
detail, John Julius Norwich has brought together the most important and fascinating events from his trilogy of the rise
and fall of the Byzantine empire.
Margins and Metropolis Judith Herrin 2013-03-18 This volume explores the political, cultural, and ecclesiastical
forces that linked the metropolis of Byzantium to the margins of its far-flung empire. Focusing on the provincial
region of Hellas and Peloponnesos in central and southern Greece, Judith Herrin shows how the prestige of
Constantinople was reflected in the military, civilian, and ecclesiastical officials sent out to govern the provinces.
She evokes the ideology and culture of the center by examining different aspects of the imperial court, including
diplomacy, ceremony, intellectual life, and relations with the church. Particular topics treat the transmission of
mathematical manuscripts, the burning of offensive material, and the church's role in distributing philanthropy. Herrin
contrasts life in the capital with provincial life, tracing the adaptation of a largely rural population to rule by
Constantinople from the early medieval period onward. The letters of Michael Choniates, archbishop of Athens from 1182
to 1205, offer a detailed account of how this highly educated cleric coped with life in an imperial backwater, and
demonstrate a synthesis of ancient Greek culture and medieval Christianity that was characteristic of the Byzantine
elite. This collection of essays spans the entirety of Herrin's influential career and draws together a significant
body of scholarship on problems of empire. It features a general introduction, two previously unpublished essays, and a
concise introduction to each essay that describes how it came to be written and how it fits into her broader analysis
of the unusual brilliance and longevity of Byzantium.
Eastern Medieval Architecture Robert G. Ousterhout 2019-09-23 The rich and diverse architectural traditions of the
Eastern Mediterranean and adjacent regions are the subject of this book. Representing the visual residues of a
"forgotten" Middle Ages, the social and cultural developments of the Byzantine Empire, the Caucasus, the Balkans,
Russia, and the Middle East parallel the more familiar architecture of Western Europe. The book offers an expansive
view of the architectural developments of the Byzantine Empire and areas under its cultural influence, as well as the
intellectual currents that lie behind their creation. The book alternates chapters that address chronological or
regionally-based developments with thematic studies that focus on the larger cultural concerns, as they are expressed
in architectural form.
The Formation of Christendom Judith Herrin 2021-10-19 A groundbreaking history of how the Christian “West” emerged
from the ancient Mediterranean world In this acclaimed history of Early Christendom, Judith Herrin shows how—from the
sack of Rome in 410 to the coronation of Charlemagne in 800—the Christian “West” grew out of an ancient Mediterranean
world divided between the Roman west, the Byzantine east, and the Muslim south. Demonstrating that religion was the
period’s defining force, she reveals how the clash over graven images, banned by Islam, both provoked iconoclasm in
Constantinople and generated a distinct western commitment to Christian pictorial narrative. In a new preface, Herrin
discusses the book’s origins, reception, and influence.
The sensual icon Bissera V 2010-08-12 "Explores the Byzantine aesthetic of fugitive appearances by placing and filming
art objects in spaces of changing light, and by uncovering the shifting appearances expressed in poetry, descriptions
of art, and liturgical performance"--Provided by publisher.
Lost to the West Lars Brownworth 2010 "Originally published in hardcover in the United States by Crown Publishers in
2009"--T.p. verso.
Byzantium Judith Herrin 2009-09-28 Byzantium. The name evokes grandeur and exoticism—gold, cunning, and complexity. In
this unique book, Judith Herrin unveils the riches of a quite different civilization. Avoiding a standard chronological
account of the Byzantine Empire's millennium—long history, she identifies the fundamental questions about
Byzantium—what it was, and what special significance it holds for us today. Bringing the latest scholarship to a
general audience in accessible prose, Herrin focuses each short chapter around a representative theme, event, monument,
or historical figure, and examines it within the full sweep of Byzantine history—from the foundation of Constantinople,
the magnificent capital city built by Constantine the Great, to its capture by the Ottoman Turks. She argues that
Byzantium's crucial role as the eastern defender of Christendom against Muslim expansion during the early Middle Ages
made Europe—and the modern Western world—possible. Herrin captivates us with her discussions of all facets of Byzantine
culture and society. She walks us through the complex ceremonies of the imperial court. She describes the transcendent
beauty and power of the church of Hagia Sophia, as well as chariot races, monastic spirituality, diplomacy, and
literature. She reveals the fascinating worlds of military usurpers and ascetics, eunuchs and courtesans, and artisans
who fashioned the silks, icons, ivories, and mosaics so readily associated with Byzantine art. An innovative history
written by one of our foremost scholars, Byzantium reveals this great civilization's rise to military and cultural
supremacy, its spectacular destruction by the Fourth Crusade, and its revival and final conquest in 1453.
Ravenna Judith Herrin 2020-08-27 'Magisterial - an outstanding book that shines a bright light one of the most
important, interesting and under-studied cities in European history. A masterpiece.' Peter Frankopan 'A wonderful new
history of the Mediterranean from the fifth to eighth centuries through a lens focussed on Ravenna, gracefully and
clearly written, which reconceptualises what was 'East' and what was 'West'.' Caroline Goodson 'A masterwork by one of
our greatest historians of Byzantium and early Christianity. Judith Herrin tells a story that is at once gripping and
authoritative and full of wonderful detail about every element in the life of Ravenna. Impossible to put down.' David
Freedberg In 402 AD, after invading tribes broke through the Alpine frontiers of Italy and threatened the imperial
government in Milan, the young Emperor Honorius made the momentous decision to move his capital to a small, easy

defendable city in the Po estuary - Ravenna. From then until 751 AD, Ravenna was first the capital of the Western Roman
Empire, then that of the immense kingdom of Theoderic the Goth and finally the centre of Byzantine power in Italy. In
this engrossing account Judith Herrin explains how scholars, lawyers, doctors, craftsmen, cosmologists and religious
luminaries were drawn to Ravenna where they created a cultural and political capital that dominated northern Italy and
the Adriatic. As she traces the lives of Ravenna's rulers, chroniclers and inhabitants, Herrin shows how the city
became the pivot between East and West; and the meeting place of Greek, Latin, Christian and barbarian cultures. The
book offers a fresh account of the waning of Rome, the Gothic and Lombard invasions, the rise of Islam and the
devastating divisions within Christianity. It argues that the fifth to eighth centuries should not be perceived as a
time of decline from antiquity but rather, thanks to Byzantium, as one of great creativity - the period of 'Early
Christendom'. These were the formative centuries of Europe. While Ravenna's palaces have crumbled, its churches have
survived. In them, Catholic Romans and Arian Goths competed to produce an unrivalled concentration of spectacular
mosaics, many of which still astonish visitors today. Beautifully illustrated with specially commissioned photographs,
and drawing on the latest archaeological and documentary discoveries, Ravenna: Capital of Empire, Crucible of Europe
brings the early Middle Ages to life through the history of this dazzling city.
A Medieval Miscellany Judith Herrin 2000 Using 138 medieval texts and more than 400 illustrations drawn from period
manuscripts, this book covers topics ranging from love to "a Byzantine emperor abroad."
Byzantine Empire Hourly History 2018-01-02 According to history books, the Roman Empire ended in 476 CE with the fall
of Rome. But if you asked most people alive at that time, they would have pointed you to what they considered the
continuation of the Roman Empire—the civilization we now call the Byzantine Empire. The Byzantines, however, were more
than just a remnant of Roman glory. At its geographical peak, the Byzantine Empire stretched out across the
Mediterranean world. Culturally, the Byzantines both preserved the knowledge of the classical world, much of which was
lost in the West, and added to it. Inside you will read about... ✓ A Divided Empire ✓ The Fall of the West ✓ Rising to
Glory ✓ An Age of War ✓ The Destruction of Icons ✓ The House of Macedon ✓ The Comnenian Revival ✓ The Final Decline And
much more! Shaped by its classical roots, its Christian religion, and the changing medieval world, the story of the
Byzantine Empire is one of both glorious victories and terrible defeats, of a civilization that rose from the brink of
destruction again and again, and of the development of a culture whose vestiges remain today.
Brother-Making in Late Antiquity and Byzantium Claudia Rapp 2016-01-13 Among medieval Christian societies, Byzantium
is unique in preserving an ecclesiastical ritual of adelphopoiesis, which pronounces two men, not related by birth, as
brothers for life. It has its origin as a spiritual blessing in the monastic world of late antiquity, and it becomes a
popular social networking strategy among lay people from the ninth century onwards, even finding application in recent
times. Located at the intersection of religion and society, brother-making exemplifies how social practice can become
ritualized and subsequently subjected to attempts of ecclesiastical and legal control. Controversially, adelphopoiesis
was at the center of a modern debate about the existence of same-sex unions in medieval Europe. This book, the first
ever comprehensive history of this unique feature of Byzantine life, argues persuasively that the ecclesiastical ritual
to bless a relationship between two men bears no resemblance to marriage. Wide-ranging in its use of sources, from a
complete census of the manuscripts containing the ritual of adelphopoiesis to the literature and archaeology of early
monasticism, and from the works of hagiographers, historiographers, and legal experts in Byzantium to comparative
material in the Latin West and the Slavic world, Brother-Making in Late Antiquity and Byzantium examines the
fascinating religious and social features of the ritual, shedding light on little known aspects of Byzantine society.
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